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Peaceful Rise out of Deng's Diplomacy

Nan Zhou

Abstract: The 21st century has witnessed the birth of a new strategic idea in China’s
diplomacy - the Peaceful Rise. As the embodiment of collective wisdom, the innovative
product features the inheritance and development of Deng Xiaoping's diplomatic
thoughts. A peaceful international environment breeds a rising China, who, with the
help of the new concept, endeavors to realize its own socialism and the rejuvenation
of the nation.

Keywords: Peaceful Rise, Deng Xiaoping's Diplomatic Thoughts, Peace and
Development, International Strategy
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Introduction

At the beginning of the 21st century, China’s new leaders of the time officially initiated
the fresh ideas of international strategy, namely the Peaceful Rise, which has been
developing into the will and mindset of the state. The idea, not without its root,
boasts a legacy inheriting from Deng Xiaoping's diplomatic thoughts, drawing on the
traditions while exploding them. The coherence between the two gives expression to
the consistency and succession of the foreign policy and strategy after China’s reform
and opening-up policy.

I
The Birth of Peaceful Rise

From 1979 to 2004, the past quarter of a century is a twinkling in the galaxy of human
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history but of improving significance for China in Eastern Asia who, within the period,
rose and caught the eyes of the world as well as the area.

China’s rise, on the one hand, derived from its rapid development in economy. In
2003, for example, China’s GDP (Gross Domestic Product) reached 11.6694 trillion
yuan, whose scale of economy has surpassed that of Canada and Italy, the member
states of the G7. The increase in foreign trade showed that China’s global market
share had reached more than 4%, becoming the most invested country in the world
with a total number of 53 billion dollars. According to the World Economic Outlook
released by IMF (International Monetary Fund) in September 2003, it was estimated
that the top four economies in terms of purchasing power would be the United States,
China, Japan and India. On the other hand, China, despite its economic prosperity, laid
great emphasis on exerting a positive and responsible role in international affairs. The
report of the 16th National People’s Congress of CPC summarized China’s diplomatic
development as three aspects: the great power relations, the multilateral relations
and the third world. Specifically, China would ameliorate the relations with the
developed countries by seeking for common interests to forge collective security and
prosperity; China would enhance the friendly relations with the neighboring countries
by implementing reciprocal policy; China would promote its cooperation with the
developing countries to establish a new international political order characterized
by justice and reason. Additionally, China contributed to the Six-Party Talks with its
influence and made the most of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) in tackling
the issues of anti-terrorism. China’s diplomacy, thanks to the positive performance,
was considered more confident, more active, and more comprehensive. Frequently
showing up on the stage of regional security, China was widely known as a peaceful
riser.

We can find something different, however, when looking into the history. States have
risen, fallen or even died since the 15th century, respectively the Netherlands, Spain,
France, the Great Britain, Prussia, Russia and Japan. The great power has always risen
with conflicts and wars, overturning the existing order to build a new international
institution in accordance with its own interest. The traditional image that rising brings
about the possibility of turmoil and wars, therefore, leads to the anxiety and doubt
on China’s fast growing strength. In order to ease the tension, China has made its
commitment to the world that a rising China will hinder and threaten no country, and
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that China does not seek hegemony and will not when it can.

To better inform the world of China's peaceful rise, the leaders have interpreted
the philosophy behind the concept on different occasions. In October 2003, when
President Hu Jintao paid his visit to Southeast Asia, peaceful rise was proposed and
had its debut. In December 2003, Premier Wen Jiabao mentioned the concept in his
speech at Harvard and President Hu reaffirmed the idea in the conference of the
110th anniversary of Mao Zedong's birthday the same year. In February 2004, the
concept was mentioned by President Hu in the 10th collective discussion of the CPC
politburo. Peaceful rise was then further illustrated when Premier Wen answered
questions in the closing ceremony of the two sessions (NPC and CPPCC), by the end of
which China’s new concept of the international strategy has remarkably impressed the
world.

Peaceful Rise - the Inheritance and Development of Deng
Xiaoping's Diplomatic Thoughts

China’s diplomacy is more flexible than foreign policies of any other ideology. To
counterbalance the China Threat Theory born out of China's development, the leaders
then brought about the new concept of Peaceful Rise, which carried on the diplomatic
thoughts from Deng Xiaoping.

2.1 Deng's View of the Time Acts as the Foundation of Peaceful Rise

Back to 1980, Deng's version of analysis led him to believe that at a time when
both superpowers were armed with the ability of mutually assured destruction, “it
is of great possibility that no epic war will be waged in the long run and peace is
hopeful”. He noted, “The urgent issues now are globally strategic; one is peace and
the other is economy or, say, development.” It's very significant to connect peace and
development with the theme of the moment in that a state fails in decision making on
strategy and policy when no proper judgment is made about the direction of the time.
Deng Xiaoping, following the logic, asserted that a peaceful environment is needed
for China’s construction and it's a necessity for international community as well to
develop economy. Peace, therefore, is the prerequisite of China’s peaceful rise.
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With the trend of multi-polarization and globalization, the interdependence and
common interest within the international community has been greatly enhanced.
The cooperation and coordination among great powers became promising and it was
likely to spring up some “multi-win” situation under non-zero-sum game. Filled with
precious opportunities and benefits, these all contributed to the possible peace and
development in the near future. Based on Deng's understanding of the era theme, the
leaders of China, integrating the comprehension of the status-quo, created the theory
of Peaceful Rise.

2.2 Deng's View of National Interest Acts as the Cornerstone of Peaceful
Rise

Deng is the first statesman among the leaders of new China who made it clear
that national interest should be the only priority in handling foreign relations for
China. He believed that national interest is synthetically unified with sovereignty
and security being the most fundamental elements and socialist modernism the
most dominating one. Deng described his picture in the talk with the president of
Brazil in May 1984. “Our foreign policy aims to maintain peace. Under this premise,
China will be wholeheartedly engaged in modernization to build socialism with
Chinese characteristics.” The practical flexibility the Chinese diplomacy employed,
consequently, was restored for peacekeeping, which, in terms of national interest,
provided a sound environment for building socialism. This is the springboard as well
as cornerstone for Peaceful Rise.

Peaceful Rise was faced with not only domestically guaranteed interest but also the
equivalent from abroad that China should be compatible with the world, which means
the development of China’s socialism is good for the causes of human progress.
On the one hand, the state nature decides that China is a socialist country in which
people take the leadership and their interests are going for the human social values
so that China must be a vital power to maintain world peace. On the other hand,
while the globalization tightened the interdependence between China and others,
non-traditional security issues like terrorism, transnational crimes and contagious
diseases were still creeping. Joint efforts and hard work were direly needed. To sum
up, considering Deng's view of national interest and the rational reasoning of the day,
Peaceful Rise turns into a requisite.

7 IR PRI G E =



The Frontier 8I;& 2014.09, Vol. 06

2.3 Deng's View of International Order Acts as the Objective of Peaceful
Rise

In the late 1980s when the US-Soviet rivalry was trapped in a two-way frustration,
Deng posed his claim of forging a new international order. “The overall situation
is changing,” he said, “All states have been pondering a new policy and thus a new
order.” Deng believed two tasks should be done simultaneously: to establish new
international orders respectively in different dimensions of politics and economy.

His proposal accommodates itself to the requirement of peace and development
as well as the UN Charter. In the context of globalization and integration, only by
promoting the drive of a new order can we embrace a world economy where states
coexist and mutually benefit. Peaceful Rise conforms to the tide and strategically
systemizes what Deng has put forth.

2.4 Deng's View of Comprehensive Security Acts as the Guarantee of
Peaceful Rise

Comprehensive security consists of traditional security and non-traditional security.
Deng's view grew out of the era theme and national interest, including the basis,
destination and challenges of ensuring national security, along with the strength,
political and spiritual support to fulfill them.

As for traditional security, Deng believed that under the premise of peace and
development, elements like military, geopolitics and ideology still weigh considerably.
Therefore, the training of a powerful modernized army was adopted as a highlight in
his security theory. Under the reign of national interest, Deng, noticing the historic
new tasks of peacekeeping, insisted that sovereignty and security be given prior
attention while making full use of people’s democratic dictatorship and “one country,
two systems” policy. When it comes to non-traditional security, economic instruments
are as feasible as armed forces and the economic security, Deng stressed, is strongly
associated with China's life and death.

Deng's view on security refines his idea that security rests in development and the

latter in return safeguards the former. “The key of China’s rise lies in its own strength,
the self-reliance on its vast domestic market, sufficient workforce, solid financial
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resource and the innovation from reform,” commented Premier Wen Jiabao, “China
can't do without the world. The opening up policy must be carried on where friendly
trading ties are forged based on equality and mutual benefits.” Deng's view on
comprehensive security, in short, helps to create a stably concrete environment that
further ensures China'’s rise.

Conclusion

The strategic idea of Peaceful Rise absorbs the essence of Deng Xiaoping's diplomatic
thoughts, “seeking truth from facts” and “keeping pace with the times” while staying
innovative and making some breakthroughs. Contributing to the world peace and
human progress, the theory will serve to alleviate the negative attitudes towards
China's development and prepare a better stage for the rising dragon.
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