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摘要 和平重建后的柬埔寨在过去人
民党执政的二十多年中保持经济快速增长，
而丰硕的经济发展成果能否使人民党平稳度
过本轮国内政治危机并在 2018 年再次赢得
大选呢？本文认为，柬埔寨经济增长并没有
使其落入合法性的“政绩困局”之中，因此
柬埔寨目前经济增长所带来的对人民党不利
影响不足以威胁到其统治地位，即如果人民
党继续采取现有政治策略，其将可以度过本
轮政治危机并赢得 2018 年的大选。

关键字 经济发展 合法性 政绩困局 
人民党 柬埔寨
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摘要 本文遵循国内政治影响国际关
系的理论框架，着重考察了普京时代俄罗斯
利益格局的调整，分析了这一调整与俄罗斯
对外政策转向的关联性，阐述了普京执政以
后各利益集团的此消彼长、人员组成、利益
关切和思维方式，指出了利益集团对俄罗斯
对外政策的具体影响和作用机制，并得出了
初步的结论，提出了尚待进一步研究的问题。

关键字 俄罗斯外交 利益集团 普京

*  褚浩然是外交学院外语系法语专业四年级的学
生，也是外交学院马克思主义学会创始人。
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The Adverse Impact of Foreign Media's 

Unobjective Coverage of China

Cheng Lee

The first foreign media coverage of 
China can trace back to 13th century when 
an Italian, named Marco Polo, wrote a 
detailed description of the contemporary 
Yuan Dynasty of China. Since then, foreign 
missionaries, diplomats, travellers, scholars 
and journal ists  have a l l  contr ibuted 
substantially to the images of China. 
However, not until the 20th century could 
the information and communicat ion 
technology develop to the extent of fairly 
depicting China. After Deng Xiaoping’s 
economic reform and open policy in 1970s, 
the international community witnessed the 
emergence and rise of the Asian power. 
More and more attention was attracted and 
the foreign media coverage of contemporary 
China increased in an unprecedented pace. 
Some of this coverage, and quite often 
with a sense of curiosity, provided in-depth 
information that elevated several issues in 
China to a broader attention and strengthen 
the connectivity between the Chinese and 
the larger world. However, there is still 
some foreign coverage that inclines to 
over-exaggeration and even intentional 
fabrication. And such behaviors will cause 
several setbacks, including the distrust from 
the Chinese central leadership, blockage 
and even attacks on the foreign journalists. 
The Wukan incident is one of the cases that 
manifest this claim. 

First, in the matter of scrutiny, the 
term “foreign media” has to be clarified. 
Therefore, in this essay, “foreign media” 
refers to not only the western media that 
include the media in U.S. and the media 
in U.K. and so on (predominantly English 
speaking countries), but also the Hong Kong 
media. Although the Hong Kong media are 

sometimes considered as Chinese media, 
still they are different from the mainland 
media and are similar to western media due 
to their relatively freer political environment. 
Despite their differences in language, 
ideology and political orientation, they still 
share some commonality when reporting 
incidents that happened in China, especially 
when reporting the Wukan incident, where 
exaggeration and fabrication occurred (still, 
there are some minor differences). 

The Wukan (Wukan is a vil lage in 
Guangdong province,  China)  protest 
started as an anti-corruption campaign 
in September 2011 when officials sold 
land to real estate developers without 
properly compensating the villagers. Led 
by Lin Zulian, the outrageous villagers 
organized street marching, petitions to 
central government and protests in front 
of several government buildings and police 
stations. The protest escalated in December 
2011 when the police organized a siege 
of the town and captured several village 
representatives. One of the representatives, 
named Xue Jinbo, suspiciously died in 
Police custody. However, some of the 
HK media at that time distorted the anti-
corruption campaign to be a pro-democracy 
one. For instance, the Apple Daily once 
wrote “Wukan Democratic Uprising” in the 
headline of an article related to the protests 
and explicitly compared the Wukan protest 
to the June 4 movement, a movement that 
centered on pro-democracy. Moreover, The 
Ming Pao directly labeled Lin Zulian, the 
protest leader, as the “choice of people” and 
subsequently claimed that “the villagers are 
ready to die for democracy” (Bandurski). 
The general trend at that time in HK media 
was framing the Wukan protest as a pro-
democracy movement, but it was merely 
an anti-corruption campaign. In fact, “the 
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Wukan protesters made appeals within the 
boundaries that were established formally, 
but not informally, by the state” (Hua, Hou, 
and Deng). In other words, the protesters 
only protested about the corruptions but 
not about anything related to democracy or 
anything that contradicted the mainstream 
values of authority. Although, later, the 
villagers did employ the democracy rhetoric 
in order to attract attentions from the 
central leadership, they soon abandoned it 
because they feared that the protests would 
be suppressed as west-supported anti-
government forces (Hua, Hou, and Deng). 
However, surprisingly, the other western 
media remained quite neutral and factual 
about the Wukan protest. They reported 
the anti-corruption campaign as what it 
supposed to be and seldom employed 
the democracy rhetoric. Still, they sharply 
changed their tones when the election 
started later. 

After several rounds of negotiations, 
the local communist leaders above agreed 
to expel the village officials who sold the 
villagers’ lands. Thus, this created an 
opening of the positions in village officials. 
Therefore, in accordance to the constitution, 
villagers then organized a village committee 
election. Villagers gathered in front of a 
government buildings and each cast their 
vote for the candidates in 2012. However, 
the foreign media again intervened and 
over-exaggerated the Wukan election 
a s  s o m e t h i n g  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  a n d 
revolutionary. For instance, in a news report 
of Reuters written during the election, the 
reporter explicitly framed the villagers as 
“a front line of democratic activism” and 
exaggerated the electoral process as “liberal 
and at times groundbreaking” (Pomfret). 
Immediately after this was published, 
The Guardian also added exceptionality 
to the election by saying that “Wukan 
is conducting what seems to be one of 
the China’s most free polls” because the 
election is free of manipulation from the 
local Communist Party leaders (“Wukan 
Holds Its Election after Protests That Cowed 
Officialdom”). Moreover, the Los Angeles 

Times then suggested an even bolder 
point by linking the election to something 
of revolutionary implication to the central 
leadership: such election “was closely 
watched for clues of possible liberalization 
within the Chinese Communist Party” 
(Demick). Other foreign media, such as the 
Wall Street Journals subsequently quoted 
several fervent Chinese microbloggers 
who framed the election as “a model” and  
“the start of something new” (Chin). As 
these exaggerations went on, almost the 
entire international community, including a 
substantial amount of Chinese mainlanders, 
soon started to label the election as 
uncharacteristic of Chinese politics. And 
with little exception, all started to celebrate 
this election and arrived at the conclusion 
that such election was a revolutionary 
democratic progress of China. 

 However, only a few noticed that the 
Wukan election was not something new and 
revolutionary. Yang Hua, a microblogger 
from Shandong, represents such voice 
of caution and writes, “This is an election 
supported by detailed regulations in the 
constitution of the People’s Republic of 
China… It’s not new and it doesn’t count 
as reform”(Chin). That is, the direct village 
committee elections have already been 
made mandatory since the promulgation 
of the Organic Law of Villager Committees 
of the People’s Republic of China in 1998 
and the Wukan election was merely one of 
the many direct elections in 2012. Similarly, 
Dang Guoying, a Chinese columnist argues, 
“the election was merely an ascertainment 
of the current Organic Law of Villager 
Committees of the People’s Republic of 
China; it was not counted as a ‘revolution’ 
and it did not have further implication” 
(Dang). In other words, the Wukan election 
was not something unprecedented and it 
certainly did not imply any cutting-edge 
democratic progress. 

 Nonetheless, most of the foreign 
media might focus on the point that 
the election was exceptional because it 
was free of Communist Party leaders’ 



T h e  F r o n t i e r  
Vol.14, Dec 2016

m a n i p u l a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  t h ey 
unanimously believed that the central 
leadership of China intervened in most of 
past village elections and arbitrarily selected 
village leaders without considering the 
villagers’ choices. However, such concern 
stemmed from the western stereotypical 
view of China. They assumed that most of 
the past village elections were rigged and 
manipulated based on their observation 
in the general party elections and the 
Hong Kong elections and their constant 
exposures to the narrow information that 
framed China as a top-down authoritarian 
state. In fact, manipulation from the top 
was hardly a problem. The Carter Center, 
a U.S. organization dedicated to providing 
assistance and advice to Chinese election 
officials in standardizing village election 
procedures and fostering better governance 
since 1997, provides crucial information 
regarding the past village elections in 
its latest report. It praises the efforts 
pushed forth by the Central Communist 
Party in punishing bribery. Moreover, 
the report confirms that the past village 
committee election is the “institution 
through which candidates can openly 
compete and electors can experience true 
electoral choice”. Although the report also 
identifies three main problems of current 
village elections: vote buying, the lack of 
young voters and disallowance of villager 
autonomy in managing public goods, still 
manipulation is never mentioned (The Carter 
Center). Therefore, manipulation is hardly 
a problem for village elections. Or at least, 
it is not identified as a major obstacle. And 
the Carter Center explicitly acknowledges 
the past village elections as democratic 
and transparent. As such, the Wukan 
election was merely a continuation of the 
good tradition but not a groundbreaking 
incident. The foreign media were generally 
exaggerating the success of the Wukan 
election based on shallow observation and 
ungrounded inference and they simply 
ignored the successful 14-year practice of 
direct election. 

 After 4 years of relatively peaceful 

period, Wukan village was again pushed 
back to unrest when the elected village 
secretary Lin Zulian was captured and 
s e n t e n c e d  t o  3 - ye a r  i m p r i s o n m e n t 
under the charge of bribery in September 
( the val id i ty  of  the charge remained 
contested). The villagers again protested 
and demanded the release of Lin Zulian, 
claiming that the charges were invalid. The 
foreign media again caught this opportunity 
to twist the Wukan incident. In an article of 
The Diplomat, the author firstly introduced 
the Wukan election as “Wukan democratic 
election, a groundbreaking event in China 
that made global headlines”. And more 
intentionally, the article was even titled 
“China’s Wukan Democracy Experiment 
Comes to a Violent End”, explicitly accusing 
China of  human r ights v iolat ion and 
curtailing the only democracy it had(Wong). 
Some journal ists  even posted faked 
information about the death of an 83-year-
old woman and used several old photos 
of Wukan protests in 2011 to frame the 
intensity of the current protests. 

 As these exaggeration intensified, 
the Central Communist Party eventually 
responded. Global Times, a state-sponsored 
newspaper interviewed the 83-year-old 
lady and confirmed that she was apparently 
alive and only had a few injuries. Then it 
went on to say that “some foreign media 
have been unscrupulously inciting, planning 
and directing chaos” (“Foreign Media Fails 
to Trick Wukan Villagers on Rumor”).That 
is, the central leadership even started to 
accuse foreign media of intentionally inciting 
the local citizens with radical thoughts 
and creating chaos. Although these claims 
were not supported by solid evidence, 
still the resentment towards the foreign 
media existed in the central leadership and 
several state-sponsored media. In addition, 
the central government also organized a 
complete lockdown of the village, denying 
any access to the foreign media. Several 
Hong Kong journalists were even arrested 
for stealing when they secretly sneaked in to 
the village to conduct interviews. Moreover, 
the local police enforcement even rewarded 



the villagers for reporting the foreign media 
to local authority.

 Nonetheless, some might argue that 
the Wukan incident “revealed the potential 
benefits for aggrieved citizens in making 
international appeals… By working closely 
with foreign journalists and more indirectly 
with Chinese netizens to circumvent 
blockage within the domestic arena, citizens 
can bring greater pressure to bear on higher-
ranking officials. In this case, the citizens 
of Wukan were able to place pressure on 
provincial officials to take long-standing 
local injustices seriously” (Hess). That 
is, the foreign media played an essential 
role in attracting attention to the Wukan 
incident. As such, the local authority, under 
pressure from international community, had 
to compromise to the villagers. However, 
such conclusion failed to foresee the long-
term consequences of Wukan incident. As 
the exaggeration and fabrication intensified, 
the central government could no longer 

tolerate such behaviors, therefore, initiated  
a series of responses. Instead of attracting 
global attention and pressuring the central 
leadership, the foreign media eventually 
irritated it. And what’s worse is that, the 
exaggeration and fabrication triggered 
the ultimate failure of the Wukan protests. 
Fearing that the democracy rhetoric might 
spread and cause a snowball effect, the 
central government had no choice but to 
suppress the protests, putting an abrupt end 
to the successful anti-corruption campaign. 

 However, I am not unconditionally 
denying that the foreign media comes 
no aid in the course of 4 decades. But, 
rather, the foreign media, driven by shallow 
understanding and incorrect inference, 
sometimes tend to exaggerate an incident 
or to fabricate false information. And such 
behaviors, though can put pressure on 
the central leadership, sometimes over-
pressure it and cause a series of setbacks.

Who should be responsible for the political 

certainty?

further discussion about the inevitability of Brexit

ZHAO Minshu

24th June 2016 is doomed to be a 
milestone of the United Kingdom over the 
past decades. The result of the referendum 
on exiting from the European Union was 
announced on the morning of June 24th 
that 51.9% citizens voted in support of 
leaving the European Union while 48.1% 
chose to remain a member of it. Soon the 
former Prime Minister David Cameron

declared to leave the office at 10 Downing 
Street owing to the aftermath of political 
games. Theresa May who had promised to 
enact strict regulations on refugees from 
the Middle East and decline the petitions 
for  reschedul ing the referendum on 
exiting from the European Union took the 
place of Mr. Cameron half a month later. 

Out of patriotism, the British people 
gave the event a nickname: Brexit, which 
is a portmanteau of “Britain” and “Exit”. 
The accomplishment of Brexit brought 
about independence of the United Kingdom 
since they would get rid of the plague of 
widespread economic and political crisis 
inside the European Union. Meanwhile, 
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someone who advocated maintaining 
the relations with the European Union 
criticized Mr. Cameron for his overestimated 
confidence in the British on the vital political 
issues. They believed that the severe 
situation would have been reversed as 
long as Mr. Cameron hadn’t utilized it as 
propaganda pitch for electoral purposes. 
More ironically speaking, the political 
radicals and critics even compared him to 
Mr. Gorbachev who had been notorious for 
leading to the unprecedented catastrophic 
separation of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

However, these arbitrary assumptions 
a r e  r a t h e r  b r u t a l  f o r  M r.  C a m e r o n 
despite the fact that he was the leader 
of the traditional governmental power 
under the constitutional monarchy and 
parliamentary systems. Dated back to 
historical backgrounds, we could probe into 
basic fundamentals and underlying facts 
contributing to the political certainty. 

T h i s  p a p e r  i n t e n d s  t o  d e l i v e r 
further discussion about Brexit through 
exemplifying the historical backgrounds and 
analyzing political and economic causes 
which aim at presenting an overview on the 
current affairs and support the main point 
by explicit lines of reasoning. 

2.1 British Visions

It’s universally acknowledged that the 
United Kingdom and the European Union 
has always been stakes in each other 
success (for instance the Common Market, 
the total volume of exportation, etc.). In 
1946, the former Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill proposed cementing the strategic 
alliances among European countries by 
establishing committees and hosting 
summit conferences. Consequently, with 
the accomplishments of the reconciliation 
between France and Germany, the political 
aspirations for a joint Europe were put on 
the agenda. Nevertheless, the British people, 
composed of royal members and Members 
of Parliament, or commoners and civilians, 

were unwilling to accept the sub-integrated 
European Community and respectively 
diminish their global competitiveness of a 
super empire. 

Apart from geographical isolation from 
Eurasia, the political aspects should not be 
roughly ignored. 

Different classes of British society had 
been abiding by the political principle of 
splendid isolation for a long span of time. 
The general consensus on foreign affairs 
was implicitly reached especially after the 
Glorious Revolution. They were accustomed 
to conducting affairs independently and a 
deeply-rooted sense of dignity rendered 
them less cooperative with some newly-
emerging countries. As a vivid depiction of 
the British foreign policy, “Britain has had 
the same foreign policy objective for at least 
the last 500 years” which is cited from the 
sarcastic comedy series “Yes, Minister”, 
Britain preferred to stand aside rather 
than solidify its position through fusing 
into the hodgepodge. In 1970s, the British 
government determined to integrate into 
the European Community while shelving 
the remaining historical problems. The 
consolidation came to a climax when the 
United Kingdom managed to make a third 
application for membership.

Nonetheless ,  veteran pol i t ic ians 
persisted in wielding the decisive power 
over joining the Euro zone afterwards. 
They resolutely reserved the right over the 
independent financial administration and 
refused to accept the uniform monetary 
and financial reform in the Euro zone. So it 
was naturally elucidated that the intricate 
relations almost went bankrupt during the 
Great Recession in 2008 and the European 
Debt Crisis in 2009. When Western Europe 
was in chaos and casted off financial 
deficits, the United Kingdom could resort 
to its own independent financial policy and 
release economic vitality by increasing 
budgets and official bonds. Hence the 
British government would be likely to fold its 
arms and look on the moaning and groaning 
about the crisis.



Freezing in the track of interactions, 
the United Kingdom and the European 
Union gradually misled each other and lost 
confidence in communications. 

2.2 European Visions

As the tradit ional  Chinese id iom 
puts, one could be able to clap hands 
only when the two palms resonated with 
each other. Except for the British foreign 
policy and its external attitudes towards 
the European Union, the European Union 
itself should also be burdened with the 
grievous influences upon Brexit. Here we 
will prioritize some major defects from the 
operating mechanism of the supranational 
organization. 

Before we commence to enumerate 
the questions,  we should emphasize 
regulations of the organization. As the 
agreement was reached, the compromise 
lied with it. According to the Legislation of 
the European Union, it set that its sovereign 
members could exercise ultimate power 
once yield partial rights to the Assembly. 
The incongruous administration within 
different levels was awfully performed and 
practiced in economic epidemics because 
multilateral negotiations couldn’t justify the 
effectiveness to combat with vital problems. 
This is best demonstrated in the Euro zone. 
As the pace of adapting unified currencies 
was accelerating, the independent financial 
policies from local governments resulted in 
discrepancies with standardized economic 
managements from the European Central 
Bank. Therefore it couldn’t streamline the 
process of strategic resolutions against 
economic crisis, which might prolong 
the timely actions towards eliminating 
obstacles.

Accordingly, the dilemma also resides 
in making incompatible headway between 
political and economic fields. Regardless of 
intervening years in the foundation between 
the European Community and the European 
Union, the progress and achievement in 
both fields could be clearly distinguished 

from each other as well. Moreover, the 
circumstances jeopardized the facilitation 
of the welfare system. The abuse of welfare, 
which was the chief criminal of corruption 
and evasion to the payment of revenue, 
descended the availability of cooperation 
among classes of the society. People 
were skeptical about the functions of the 
welfare system and inclined to minimize 
the initiatives in uplifting the working 
efficiencies which drove the counteractive 
effects against economic enhancement. 

Additionally, the eastern expansion of 
the European Union should be pondered 
over because it  truly produces some 
shortcomings in widening the gap between 
developed powers from the Western Europe 
and underdeveloped countries from their 
eastern counterparts. The settlements 
would fail in attaining the targets if it 
decreased the average economic standards 
of the members within the European Union. 

To summarize ,  those under ly ing 
downs ides  are  d is t inct ly  ex is ted  in 
operating mechanisms of the European 
Union which have faced skepticisms and 
criticisms from the public. Taking a glimpse 
of different visions, it is not sophisticated 
for us to figure out the rationality of the 
assertiveness in Brexit. Frankly speaking, 
the juvenility in the operating system of the 
European Union should also be responsible 
for the consequences of the political game.

Before the Brexit, rumors scattered 
around the society which predicted that 
the referendum would be a victory for 
independent of  the United Kingdom. 
However, after the Brexit, slanders attacked 
on the British government, sneering at Mr. 
Cameron and his country for their conceit 
and ridiculousness. The final touches of the 
referendum for Brexit have been settled. And 
resigning from the parliament, Mr. Cameron 
was set free from the raging storm where 
was overwhelmed by rumors and slanders. 
Though the outcomes might dismay some 
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conservative citizens, we should accept the 
reality rather than crying over split milk. 

It is undoubtedly certain that both the 
United Kingdom and the European Union 
lost the dominance in the political games. 
They obtained few benefits at the expense 
of sacrificing their common interests and 
calculated much on their counterparts which 
were viewed as inappropriate manners 
in general politics. They scolded their 
counterparts for their lack of cooperation, 
but it isn’t to the point. We suppose that 
who should be blamed for the incident 
doesn’t mean anything, but who should 
be responsible for the incident is definitely 
matters. The historical backgrounds of 
Brexit should remind us of concluding 
experiences from the high-staked political 
game. We believe that everything occurred 
for a reason. So did the Brexit. Mr. Cameron 
was solely a scapegoat paying for the huge 
damages of Britain-Europe relations. 

When taking a deep insight into Brexit, 
we should also take the backgrounds 
and causes into account. Consequently 
you might have a better understanding 
of the political certainty instead of simply 
naming it as a coincidence. In other words, 
the European Union is likely to encounter 
more disastrous outcomes just similar to 
Brexit if it couldn’t facilitate its operating 
mechanism. 

Shake off blaming your counterparts 
for their own mistakes. Try to make self-
criticism and maintain your demeanor. Only 
in this way could we recognize the essence 
of questions. And only in this way could the 
United Kingdom and the European Union 
realize the obstacles towards integration 
and globalization as well as handle the 
issues by active and positive methods. 

How to Make a Persuasive Speech Elegantly:

A Case Study of the Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia’s Speech at the 
2016 Munich Security Conference

LI Na

The 52nd Munich Security Conference 
was held in February in 2016. Officials 
from many countries gave remarkable 
speeches and remarks at MSC, including 
our spokeswoman Fu Ying. One of the 
figures, the Foreign Minister of Saudi 
Arabia, Adel bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir, was 
particularly popular and heatedly discussed 
among Chinese society after our Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi respond to the Canadian

journalist at the press conference during 
his visit to Canada. The Foreign Minister of 
Saudi Arabia responded to the Canadian 
journalist's query in regard to Daesh (ISIS) 
in a decent and proper manner, which is 
widely recognized by the public as a very 
logical, strategic and convincing speech. 

The speech of the Foreign Affairs 
Minister of Saudi Arabia, Adel bin Ahmed Al-
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Jubeir, is widely acknowledged by not only 
the Chinese netizens but also the officials at 
the conference. His success in persuasion 
is revealed by the thundering applause from 
the audience. His charming personality and 
the diplomatic way to deliver the speech 
are what earned him the credit. Detailed 
analysis will be conducted to explain his 
success with persuasiveness and how he 
made his speech convincing.

1.1 The non-verbal  language of the 
communicator matters

According to Aristotle’s On Rhetoric, 
“There are three reasons why speakers 
themselves are persuasive; for there are 
three things we trust other than logical 
demonstration. These are practical wisdom 
[phronēsis] and virtue [aretē] and good will 
[eunoia].”1Jubeir is qualified for all above.

For practical ,  he not only quoted 
the tenets of  h is  own fa i th but  a lso 
spontaneously gave examples of other 
religions, which shows his excellence in 
history and the erudition of situations in 
every corner of the world. It is challenging 
for a speaker to do it well in an impromptu 
speech and requires sufficient knowledge 
reserve. With an image like this built in the 
audience's mind, the persuader is more 
likely to be convincing as an expert. What’s 
more, he delivered the speech in fluent and 
well-developed English and with nearly 
native English pronunciation (which to 
some extent is on account of his overseas 
education background in U.S.). This has 
given the audience of the western world a 
psychological suggestion that the orator 
is not an "outsider" who is alien to their 
cultural background so that the audience is 
more likely to be opened to change.

As for virtue and kindness, as the 
Foreign Affairs Minister of Saudi Arabia, Al-
Jubeir delivered his speech in a gentle and 
decent manner instead of being taken up by 
anger when his religious faith is distorted. 
This is probably the best way to illustrate 
1   Aristotle, On Rhetoric: A Theory of Civic Discourse, 
Vol. II, (Oxford University Press, 2nd Edition, 2007) 
pp.112]

that the Islamic faith is a moderate and 
tolerant, which serves the central point of 
his speech. One need not necessarily be 
loud and overwhelming when persuading 
others into their sense. Al-Jubeir neither 
showed anger on his face nor took a higher 
volume than normal speaking. When saying 
that "for anyone to argue that Daesh is 
Islamic, it’s preposterous”, he even lowered 
his voice a little bit to show sincerity when 
pointing out of the claim’s ridicule.

“When people are of different attitudes, 
friendly or hostile, angry or moderate, 
their perspectives toward an issue can be 
discrepant------not exactly different, but in 
terms of the degree.”2 The attitude that Al-
Jubeir held which was delivered through his 
non-verbal language, not only showed his 
personal elegance, decency, and eloquence 
but also helped to achieve his purpose of 
persuasion more efficiently than a fierce 
and defensive attitude could.

1.2 The usage of rhetoric

The usage of rhetoric is crucial to 
persuasion------ the symbol-manipulation 
that produces action or attitude change 
in others. The Foreign Minister Al-Jubeir 
mainly used three kinds of rhetorical figures 
in his persuasion.

1.2.1 Rhetorical questions

“Rhetorical questions act as if they are 
questioning you and asking for your opinion 
so you kind of answer it in your head or as 
if they were putting you in their position, 
making you more involved with the text.”3 
Four rhetorical questions were raised at the 
opening of the speech as an example to 
illustrate that every religion has perverts:

“…Don't they have a cross? Don't  they 
do everything in the name of religion 

2   Aristotle, On Rhetoric: A Theory of Civic Discourse, 
Vol. II, (Oxford University Press, 2nd Edition, 2007) 
pp.113
3   What makes rhetorical question effective - 
Answers.com, http://www.answers.com/Q/What_
makes_rhetorical_question_effective  (accessed 
November 04, 2016).
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and Christ? Don't they believe that Christ 
compels them to lynch and kill people of 
African descent? Can one really say that the 
KKK is a Christian organization?”4

And in the middle part of the speech, 
another six rhetorical questions were raised:

“What better example of compassion 
and mercy do you have than this? ......If you 
say it is in the scriptures, doesn't the Old 
Testament say an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth? If someone does that today 
would you say they are Christian or they are 
Jewish?”5 

These rhetorical questions significantly 
strengthened the  log ica l i ty  and the 
affirmatives of the persuasion. They were 
delivered in a logical sequence by raising 
examples and citing the doctrines, which 
makes the speech more convincing.

1.2.2 Analogies

Stating that every religion has perverts 
a n d  p s yc h o p a t h s  by  re m i n d i n g  t h e 
westerners that their religion is no exception 
is a very irrefutable analogy at the beginning 
of the speech. The analogy was conducted 
from two aspects. In one hand, all other 
faiths, including Christianity, Judaism, and 
Buddhism, have extremists who deviate 
from its tenets and doctrines and interpret 
them distortedly. These people and their 
organizations cannot be called Christian 
or Jewish or Buddhist. In the other hand, 
there are also tenets in other religions' 
guidebooks that are cruel and nonsense, if 
interpreted superficially.

1.2.3 Parallelism

Most of  the rhetor ical  quest ions 
quoted in 1.2.1 by Al-Jubeir accord with the 
rhetorical figure of parallelism as well. They 
considerably strengthened the logicality 
4   Clip of Saudi Foreign Affairs Minister Remarks 
at Munich Security Conference February 12, 
2016 -  C-Span.org,  http://www.c-span.org/
video/?c4581361/brilliant-answer-saudi-foreign-
minister (accessed November 04, 2016).
5   Ibid.

and the affirmatives of the persuasion and 
adorned his speech.

Though the speech of the Foreign 
Affairs Minister of Saudi Arabia Adel bin 
Ahmed Al-Jubeir at the Munich Security 
Conference of 2016 is widely recognized as 
a noteworthy one, from my perspective, it is 
not flawless. Specifically, the latter part of 
his speech is on suspicion of replacement 
of the concept.

In the latter part of his speech, he 
mentioned that “The Islamic religion and 
Islamic civilization, was the civilization that 
preserved the history of Greek and Rome 
and the past them on to the west" and 
that "Western civilization would not exist 
without the Islamic Arab civilization."These 
arguments digressed a little bit from the 
main topic of persuasion which is to clarify 
that the Islamic faith is not responsible for 
the deeds of Daesh. By simply enumerating 
the historical facts that Islamism is tolerant 
and is contributive to the preservation even 
the establishment of other civilizations; he 
changed the concept of “tolerant” subtly 
to some extent------from the individuals’ 
furious characteristic that may lead to 
terrorism and cruelty, to the inclusiveness of 
a civilization.

The disguised replacement of concept, 
like sophistry, is a double-edged sword in 
persuasion. It can lead the audience to a 
deeper conviction unless detected.

Recently, Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi has utilized a series of tough 
rhetorical questions in response to the 
Canadian journalist at the press conference 
for PRC’s and Canada’s foreign ministers 
during his visit to Canada. After this event 
had been hold on June 1st, it caused quite 
a stir in Chinese society as well as the 



international community. Supporters believe 
that this was a powerful counterpunch after 
so many years of endurance of the western 
countries’ hostile attack using the sensitive 
issued related to China. Chinese authority, 
including the officials and the spokesmen, 
had always held a moderate and mild 
attitude when faced with condemnation and 
accusation on particular issues like human 
right and democracy in the international 
community. It is often blamed that they 
should hold tough and fierce stances in 
defense of our national interests and to 
build our nation’s inviolable image. 

In terms of body language, the two 
foreign ministers have adopted totally 
different styles. Wang’s was far more 
offensive compared with that of Al-Jubeir. 
Al-Jubeir's was almost stationary while 
making the persuasion. Yet, Wang used 
many gestures like pointing at the Canadian 
journalist with his fingers and the pen in his 
hand, as well as leaning against the podium 
and swinging his body position in a large 
angle. 

In terms of the orator’s attitude, Wang 
has adopted a much more emotional 
attitude compared with the moderate 
attitude of Al-Jubeir. To some extent, this 
is on account of the different national 
strengths of the two countries in the 
international community. Viewed from the 
perspective of strategic communication, 
both manners can be effective under 
different circumstances. However, there 
is no doubt that Al-Jubeir  was more 
diplomatic and proper on this occasion. “It 
was  the ‘rudest’ thing he had witnessed 
in his 30-odd year career”6commented 
by U.S. Senior Department of Foreign 
Affairs official Peter Rowe. It is arrogant 
and contemptuous to presume that the 
questioner was biased and ignorant of the 
background information. Wang could have 
adopted a more unflappable and decent 
6  Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi flies off the 
handle on video – Sydney Morning Herald, http://
www.smh.com.au/world/chinese-foreign-minister-
wang-yi-flies-off-the-handle (accessed November 
04, 2016).]

manner to defend his national interest, 
instead of seizing the floor and rebuking 
the journalist while she was proposing a 
question to someone else.

To summarize, Al-Jubeir’s success 
in persuasion is on account of, but not 
confined to, the non-verbal languages and 
the usage of rhetorical figures, though 
the speech was not flawless, as it applied 
the replacement of the concept to some 
extent. In general, the speech was a good 
demonstration of public speaking and 
persuasion regarding the communication 
strategies ,  which deserves not  only 
diplomats but also student learners like 
us to analyze and to learn from and to 
appreciate. 
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Introduction to BMUN

The yearly Beijing Model United Nations attracts over 300 delegates from 38 top universities 
and 20 high schools from Mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan as well as student 
delegates from Russia and Indonesia to attend the meetings. Delegates in previous BMUNs 
have been engaged in discussions with each other and handled different issues mainly 
international politics, economy, culture, public health and environment.

during the conference. Every member of the Department of Academics makes full and careful 
preparation, including offering research guidance and help to delegates before the conference, 
guiding delegates through the procedure during the conference, and making sure the topics are 
fully and thoroughly discussed.

BMUN also serves as an appropriate place for fostering friendship and cooperation. 
Conferences are usually arranged in a tight schedule. It is a stage for exchanges of ideas or 
even competition between delegates on their articulation and eloquence, and thus enhancing 
understandings among them. Every year we prepare an exciting Social Event for delegates so 
that they can forget about the nervousness and tiredness during the sessions and show their 
versatile personality. We hope that our meeting could bring delegates excitement and joy.
Bejing Model United Nations 2016 (BMUN2016) will bring the delegates to a world of complexity 
which requires aspiration and wisdom to manage. Delegates who present outstanding 
performances in CFAUMUN this time will be invited to go to BMUN2016 and this will be the only 
access for CFAU students to participate in BMUN.

With much anticipation for a conference with fruitful results , we are looking forward to your 
proactive performance.

Beijing Model United Nations is one of 
the most prestigious model UN activities 
in China hosted by China Foreign Affairs 
University, directed by Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, United Nations Association of 
China, United Nations System in China and 
China Communist Youth League Central 
Committee. It is held each year by a student-
run organization on the China Foreign Affairs 
University campus called CFAUMUNA, and 
is recognized as the flagship conference in 
China. 

BMUN has developed into a premier stage 
for those students having passion for 
diplomacy and spirits of exploration. Its 
high-level standard derives from rigorous 
academic preparation. Bearing in mind 
the principle of "academic work as the top 
priority", the academic preparation of each 
year's conference lasts six to seven months, 
which includes thorough research of the 
topics, composition of study guides, rule 
setting , and arrangement of the Dais' work 








