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Public Participation in Heritage Protection
Yi Li

Cultural heritages are the witness to human’s long cause of civilization and social
development. They are living records of generations of people with varied lifestyles.
Bearing the reputation as a country with rich heritage, China possesses a variety and
a large number of cultural heritages, rendering it an arduous task to protect them.
Although recently, the protection of cultural heritage has aroused awareness among
government departments, the condition of the facilities as well as the current situation
still concerns many people. So far, cultural heritage has been devastated either by
natural forces or by human beings ourselves. Cultural heritage is, beyond doubts, the
priceless possession of not only that particular region or nation but also the entire
human race. And its vulnerability and non-renewability determines the urgency and
importance of its protection.

The county of Jianshui, a county located in Red River region in Yunnan Province, where
the people of Han, Yi, Hui, Hani, Dai and Miao nationality resides, is a famous historical
and cultural scenic spot in China. But the county has drawn much contention during
its process of demolishing ancient relics. Li Guocai, the Deputy County Chief, explained
to reporters that the reason for demolishing these relics is that “the street is to be
converted into a commercial one which combines sightseeing, and entertainment.” It
was to be turned into a pseudo-ancient street with the characteristics of Qing Dynasty.
On one hand, there is the real historical relic ready to be pulled down and vanished for
good, while on the other is the fake antiquity made up of steel and cement ready to be
built and designed for the public’s eyes. It is indeed self-evident which one is of greater
value and how absurd this action is.

Such kinds of devastation or destruction of cultural relics are not rare occurrences. A
great number of symbolic architecture of areas should be preserved on any condition
due to their historical, artistic value. However, they often ended up being demolished
quietly, without any major attention or discussions. One of the many reasons is because
few people appealed to cherish the value and historicality of ancient architecture, let
alone to stand up against this phenomenon and take actions to protect these forgotten
heritages from the quick pace of cities’ urbanization. It is obvious that the historical
and cultural values behind these heritages are being slowly dying out with the gradual
disappearance of ancient architecture. And social conflicts arise when different interests
of different parties collide during the process of protection. Facing with such serious
situation, what are we supposed to do? What are the possible ways achieve goals of
development and modernization without sacrificing the legacy our forefathers have left
behind?
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Urban planning in our country has been promoting public participation in order to adopt
appropriate policies that are beneficial. Because the planning of historical counties
or cities is a part of urban planning and it largely depends upon the engagement of
local residents, the vital importance that the public should contribute their efforts is
recognized. This implies the ongoing trend that public participation has become one of
the measures to protect cultural heritage.

Public participation in the protection of cultural heritage was originated in the United
States. In 1853, US Women's Federation was established in order to preserve Mount
Vermon---the former residence of George Washington. This action has exerted
enormous influence in the United States, promoting the idea of cultural heritage
protection. Ordinary people also came to realize that they too can become the gladiator
to protect cultural heritage. Till now, Mount Vermon has become a famous scenic
spot in Virginia. In 1877, Britain established the Society for the Protection of Ancient
Buildings (SPAB) which received popular support in the society and urged Britain to set
up legislation with regard to the protection of ancient buildings.

After the Second World War, historical sites were disappearing because of large-scale
reconstruction. In the meantime, public appeals to preserve historical and cultural
heritage was gathering stream. The public started to establish various NGOs in order to
participate in the protection of cultural heritage, drawing attention from and recognition
by the authority, becoming the mainstream power to protect cultural heritage in various
countries. One of the major contributions of these groups was to accelerate relevant
legislation work on heritage protection. They also took up previously unattained
responsibilities: public education and raising protection awareness, receiving and
promoting donations to heritage sites and programs, scientific and comprehensive
management of heritages, supervision of implementation of protections plans, etc.

Ordinary citizens in other countries mainly rely upon social institutions such as churches
and schools to engage in protecting cultural heritage. In Japan, culture is viewed as a
shared fortune of every national citizen, and therefore the protection and management
of which should be taken care of by the public. Organizations on heritage protection
are divided into two groups, one led by professional scholars specializing in research
and ideas; the other consists of all kinds of participants doing works of maintenance,
display and inheritance. In France, there are around twenty thousand organizations
beside churches and schools, which consists a major force of non-governmental
organizations and has been recognized and greatly valued by the government. In order
to prevent possible damage to heritage sites during cities’ construction, the Culture and
Communication Department of France sent architects to each area to supervise the
planning process and offer constructive ideas. France also set up heritage protection
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and management majors in academic fields to raise further awareness and develop
trained personnel.

Compared with the foreign countries’ 150 years of experience in the field, China got a
late start in the protection of heritages and lessons of developed countries are of great
importance to those who follow their footsteps. Currently, China is faced with various
problems in cultural protection:

1.

1. A number of NGOs' now exist in China, yet the influences or effect they exert are
quite limited. The number, structure and operational capabilities of domestic NGOs
fall far behind of those in foreign countries. This happens because firstly, a lack of
corresponding policies. Central and local governments fail to offer any beneficial
policy incentive, like tax exemption. Today only a handful of charity foundation in
this field enjoys free taxation on donations, most of the organizations merely receive
a 3% tax reduction. Secondly, the absence of supervising powers restricts the effects
of NGOs, who are given no powers to look over heritages, while the responsible
government departments does little with full access and power. Thirdly, the NGOs
themselves aren’'t performing well enough due to lack of funding and professional
personnel. Without a big enough scale and efficient operative capabilities, they
would fail to attract attention from the society.

These NGOs can't enforced their actions to a proper extent despite that they have
been recognized in a legitimate manner. The Planning Act in our country appears
to be too vague in terms of their expressions, making it prone to arbitrariness in
the process of law enforcement. In retrospect of what happened in the Unites
States and other western countries, laws and regulations were made much clearer
and operable. Moreover, most of the public participation in heritage protection
stops at the stage of comment and idea collection, the public cannot actually exert
substantive influence on the implementation of policies regarding specific issues.
Public passion for such protection is often a flash in the pan due to institutional
deficiencies and lack of legal authority. Public awareness to protect heritages located
in distant, nonresidential areas still needs to be aroused. Though it's understandable
that without education, efficient publicity, and visible incentives, the public is not
sensitive to their obligation of heritage protection, but their lack of concern and
attention along, not only obstructs the development of these historical sites but can
also undermine the sustainable development of cultural heritage.

Despite obstacles ahead, it is evident that the mushrooming of NGOs protecting
heritages has become an irreversible trend in the protection of cultural heritage. The
design of Poyang Lake Ecological Economic Zone, the restructuring and reuse of Tianjing
Historical Architectural Heritages, Beijing Capital City Wall of Yuan Dynasty Relics Park,
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and a lot of on-going programs are trying to embody the concept of public participation.
Since NGOs are not profit-oriented in nature, they are more likely to pay attention to
non-economic values of heritages and dedicate to the protection of cultural heritages in
a more neutral and objective manner.

2Yi Li is a senior student majoring in International Economics in China Foreign Affairs
University. She is an Under-Secretary-General of the Model United Nations Association.
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Future Challenges in combating Nuclear
and High-tech Terrorism

Yinuo Su

Preface: The impending difficulties of addressing the issue of nuclear and high-tech
terrorism

The following passage mainly argues about three dilemmas that cumber the process
of suppressing nuclear and high-tech terrorism. The deadlock created by those
three dilemmas have to be broke immediately by the joint efforts of every country,
so that international community is able to start a new era of countering against
nuclear and high-tech terrorism. However, those three dilemmas have been involved
with immense interests of numerous countries, which have made it hard for those
countries to compromise.

As one of the greatest threats to international peace and security, terrorism has been
held responsible for the loss of thousands of lives in the past few decades. In addition,
with the birth of nuclear and high-tech terrorism involving utilization of high-tech
research and nuclear material or weapons would then scrabble up a nightmare over
the international community. Though high-tech and nuclear terrorism is harder to be
suppressed and is capable of causing serious loss of economy as well as huge death
tolls, the definition of terrorism still remains blurry. Hence, incompetence for the
United Nations to conclude a comprehensive convention on international terrorism
that incorporates a single, all-encompassing, legally binding, definition have made it
for international community to launch practical and effective actions against terrorism.

The term of terrorism itself contains both political and emotional meanings which
append subjectivity to itself. As a result, not only individual agencies within the same
governmental apparatus cannot agree on a single definition of terrorism, but experts
and other long-established scholars in the field are equally incapable of reaching a
consensus. Alex Schmid has devoted four years to discover a broadly acceptable,
reasonably comprehensive explication of the word, however, his attempt end up in a
totally failure.

Terrorism used to be associated with" physical acts of violence and crime, such as
killings, bombings, etc." In addition, since the existence of the pejorative usage of
"terrorism" and "terrorist", they are often used as political labels, to condemn violence
or the threat of violence by certain actors as immoral, indiscriminate, unjustified
or to condemn an entire segment of a population. The use of the term implies a
moral judgment and if one party can successfully attach the label terrorist to its
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opponent, then it has indirectly persuaded others to adopt its moral viewpoint. Thus,
governments and parties are able to illegalize the action taken by their opponents by
defining it as "terrorism" and impose sanctions against their opponents as a matter of
upholding justice.

Another important fact that hinders the process of defining "terrorism" is that there
lies possibilities of innocent civilians who reside in occupied areas using violence
against their enemies to fight for freedom. Under this kind of circumstance, the
authority of the occupied area can condemn the violent behavior of those innocent
civilian as "terrorist attacks" and have the right cause to launch policies to suppress
their rebellion and maintain their reign over the area, which can be summed up
perfectly by a aphorism:"One man's terrorist is another man's freedom fighter."

Due to the deep-rooted subjectivity of "terrorism", a huge divide lies ahead when
countries are deciding whether to consider this issue as a terrorism-related one or not
and though what ways they can straight out the issue.

Since 21th century, the increasingly advanced technology has enabled terrorism to
remain concealed by the highly-virtual internet system. Thus it becomes harder to
identify high-tech terrorism and other technological activities, and without the clear
definition of "terrorism" and "terrorist", the international community is incapable of
resorting to efficient and practical ways to address issues relevant to "terrorism".

The second dilemma that the whole international community facing is that how to
form a transparent system or treaty without one state's privacy and priority being
hurt, and how to establish a proper supervision mechanism that within the capability
of ensuring that key statistics concerning the production and storage of nuclear and
high-tech weapons are under the control of authority. The fact that nuclear facilities
encompass the highest level of nuclear technology, including the production and
storage of nuclear materials, the recycling of nuclear wastes, the ways of using nuclear
resources efficiently to generate electric power, and the transportation of nuclear
materials. Thus, no countries are willing to expose their own nuclear technology to
supervision groups composed by many other countries so as to prevent their privacy
from being violated. Under this kind of circumstance, the supervision system cannot
be authorized to have the right of getting easy access to the information of nuclear
facilities, which means there are bound to exist blind angles that is unable to be
supervised and that will provide chances for those terrorists to get access to nuclear
materials, nuclear technologies, or even nuclear weapons.

If so, the significance of establishing a supervision system exists no more. Or if
we made it compulsory for those countries who join in the supervision system to
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renounce the right of denying the power of supervision group to execute inspection
in every area of nuclear facilities, what will happen? It is easy to see to it that
officers from those countries who have the ambition to develop their own nuclear
power stations but lack adequate technology are bound to modify and plagiarize
the technology of countries that excel at nuclear advancement while officers from
some potent countries are destined to probe the information about the current
development of nuclear technology of other countries in order to keep other countries
under surveillance and possess the initiative in the global competition.

Moreover, those officers may be threatened or bribed by terrorists, thus, the
critical information and technology related to nuclear is able to be touched upon
by terrorists. As a result, the interest and privacy of countries are violated and
the security of international community is at stake since terrorist groups have the
capability to commit vicious attacks that can bring about serious death tolls with the
help of the disclosure of vital nuclear technologies. The establishment of supervision
mechanism allows of no delay, however, how to strike a balance between ensuring
key statistics related to nuclear and high-tech weapons are under control and avoiding
the existence of supervision dead zones as well as the infringing of countries' privacy
and priority remains an intractable but inevitable question to handle.

Our third dilemma derives from the status quo that there lies in no such concepts as
national border or territory in the information sphere.

A country can claim either jurisdiction over the elements related with the entire
global information infrastructure or a mere portion of it due to the lack of definite
line. Hence, a large proportion of countries protest against the anti-terrorism actions
carried out by other countries, for the aims of those so-called actions is to pry on
confidential information of a country and to intervene the internal affairs of a country
rather than spare no efforts on countering attack terrorism. A country can possess the
privilege of acquiring as much information of another country as they want, acquiring
the cooperation of troops of another country, and acquiring the all-around support
of another country when it implement actions that under the name of anti-terrorism.
Besides, a country has the right cause of launching military actions or political
sanctions against another country by reckoning the overflow of terrorism in another
country, however, the true propose behind those justifiable causes is to gain huge
profits from another country. Iraq war is one of the most potent evidence of proving
the aim of this anti-terrorism war totally deviate from the original meaning of the
notion and has diverted into a tool of exploit interests from another country.On the
contrary, if international community reach a consensus that marks off clear borders
between countries in combating against terrorism, it will undermine the cooperation
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among countries and get countries into the quagmire of fighting separately when
facing the impending threaten of terrorism. Using the excuse of border, one country
can has the convincing reason to reject giving hands to other countries, moreover, the
border can be used as a protective umbrella for terrorists to evade the sanction from
one country by simply sneaking into another country, for it exceeds the authority of
one country to impose punishment directly on terrorists who have fled to another
country.

Thus, the proper method of addressing this issue and the way of dividing every
country's responsibility as well as setting restraint to every country's authority in
combating terrorism is the unavoidable gap that international community have to
across.

*Yinuo Su is a freshman student majoring in English in China Foreign Affairs
University. He is a Member of the Model United Nations Association.
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La collection des informations assurant la sécurité
de I'aviation civile dans les zones de conflit

Yixue Qiu

L'Organisation de l'aviation civile internationale (OACI), une institution spécialisée
des Nations Unies, a été créée en 1944 par la Convention relative a 'aviation civile
internationale (la Convention de Chicago).

De concert avec les 191 Etats signataires de la Convention et les organisations
mondiales du secteur aéronautique, 'OACI ceuvre a I'établissement de normes et
pratiques recommandées internationales (Standards and Recommended Practices -
SARP) que les Etats peuvent ensuite utiliser pour élaborer leurs législations nationales
d’aviation civile.

L'aviation civile doit étre une envoyée de la paix au lieu d’étre la victime des armes
et des guerres. '“Des zones de conflit représentent aujourd’hui une menace majeure
pour la sécurité de l'aviation civile.

Le 17 juillet 2014, le vol MH17 de la compagnie Malaysia Airlines a été abattu en plein
vol dans la région de Donetsk-une zone dans laquelle, les deux cotés sont lourdement
armés et s'affrontent constamment par des lancements de missiles aériens, faisant
283 morts dont 15 membres de I'équipage malaisiens.

La sécurité de l'aviation civile est menacée d'autant plus que la situation dans les zones
de conflit ne cesse de se détériorer. Des morts en plein vol causées par des conflits et
des armes aériennes, des infrastructures détruites, des paniques qu’'ont provoquées
ces accidents répétitifs. Des défis ont été posés, la Communauté internationale est
en quéte des solutions pour assurer la sécurité de l'aviation civile dans les zones de
conflits.

Afin de jouer un rdle positif dans la préservation de la sécurité aérienne, 'OACI
(L'Organisation de Il'aviation civile internationale) a annoncé qu'elle utiliserait le
systeme existant NOTAM ainsi qu’ un systeme centralisé recueillant des informations
sur des zones de conflit et apportant des informations plus concretes et plus sdres
aux opeérateurs aériens.

12 http://news.carnoc.com/list/289/289721.html
13 http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vol_17_Malaysia_Airlines
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Ce systeme aura pour vertu principale de rassembler des informations dispersées
dans tous les coins du monde et ainsi d'aider des opérateurs aériens a former
rapidement une idée précise de ce qui se passe dans les zones de conflit.

Cependant, certains pays comme la Russie émettent des réserves sur ce systeme.
"A travers les informations collectées, notamment celles des zones de conflit,
des secrets d’'Etat, des intéréts risqueront d'étre divulgués. Une fois établi, ce
systeme se verrait abondé par des informations superficielles, qui ne touche
gue des indications peu importantes ou des conditions de météo, mais pas des
informations utiles a I'assurance de la sécurité des passagers. Cette collection ne
peut garantir I'authenticité ainsi que la crédibilité des informations partagées.
Comment est la situation actuelle dans les zones de conflit ? Est-ce qu'il existe
des risques de suivre le trajet fixé ? Ce sont pourtant ces informations sensibles
qui rendent ce systeme plus efficace et qui répondent mieux a nos attentes.

Il est resté donc la question de comment bien améliorer ce systeme.

Tout d’'abord, étant donné que la seule préoccupation de ce systéeme est d’assurer la
sécurité de l'aviation civile dans les zones de conflit, des informations plus slres et
plus concretes doivent étre partagées. Et ce, ne concerne pas que les informations
concernant la situation tout au long du trajet de I'avion, mais aussi des informations
sur tout le processus du vol, permettant ainsi de suivre heure par heure et de localiser
a temps l'avion.

Pour pouvoir recevoir et mettre a jour au moment propice ce genre d'informations,
comment éviter les perturbations et comment éviter des non-coopérations sont des
guestions qui ont besoin des recherches plus profondes. Premierement, dans les
zones de conflit, pour que la situation ne soit pas détectée par les ennemis, certains
groupes utilisent divers moyens afin de perturber toutes sortes d'observations, parmi
lesquelles, des observations pour surveiller I'avion volant au-dessus de la région.
De plus, quant a des techniques de repérage comme des radars et des systemes de
surveillance comme ADS-B, il existe certains points faibles dont on trouverait l'arrét
artificiel de ces signaux qui signifieraient la perte totale du contact. C'est le cas de
MH370. L'avion a cessé d'émettre des signaux de sorte que personne ne pouvait
trouver la moindre trace de I'aéronef.

14 http://www.i24news.tv/fr/actu/international/59948-150204-I-oaci-partagera-les-informations-sur-les-
vols-en-zones-de-conflit

15 http://www.91konjie.com/kc13/1223.html

2015. 04, Vol. 11 17 IR PRI G E S



The Frontier BI)& PR E R

Pour remédier adéquatement a ces deux problémes, il est temps de mettre en ceuvre
des regles communes internationales interdisant toutes sortes de perturbations
techniques aux aéronefs en opération au-dessus des régions de conflit et des non-
coopérations en air. De plus, pour collecter efficacement ces informations dont la
Communauté internationale a tellement besoin pour assurer la sécurité de l'aviation
civile, il est possible que des « anciens » moyens comme celui que des pilotes envoient
par eux-mémes des messages de localisation tous les quinze a vingt minutes seraient
plus sUres et plus efficaces.

Deuxiemement, pour améliorer ce systeme, il est urgent de mettre en place différents
degrés de protection des informations et de préter des attentions aux informations
spéciales. Un tel classement pourrait indiquer des priorités de protection des
informations ainsi que celles des pays concernés, rassurant des pays qui s'inquiétent
du dévoilement de leurs secrets d'Etat.

Concernant ces informations d’'une grande crédibilité, les pays craignent qu'ils ne
soient utilisées a des fins non pacifiques. Pour encourager et soutenir 'échange des
informations de sécurité, il est nécessaire de prendre des mesures contre l'usage
inapproprié des informations. L'OACI devrait bien sGr coopérer avec des pays et des
industries pour développer et améliorer ces mesures. '°

Méme si l'avion est considéré comme le moyen de transport le plus sGr du monde, il
fait face maintenant a des défis posés par divers facteurs, parmi lesquels on trouve les
zones de conflit. Diverses forces se réuissent dans ces zones de sorte que la situation
parait plus complexe qu'ailleurs. Pour éviter que des catastrophes comme le cas de
MH17 ne se répétent, chaque pays devrait y mettre du sien. Pourvu que tout le monde
oeuvre envers le méme sens, on pourrait voir un jour une aviation civile véritablement
sdre et crédible dans le monde d'aujourd’hui.

RIS
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UNCIO-History, Fact and Future Challenges

Junliang Wang

As is acknowledged by the universe, the United Nations is at the forefront of the
global efforts to build a safer, more secure and prosperous future - from eradicating
poverty and famine to combating climate change, from assisting populations
affected by conflicts and natural disasters to protecting human rights and combating
terrorism. This year, 2015, the United Nations will celebrate the seventieth anniversary
of its founding. In many ways, 2015 represents an important landmark for the
United Nations, a year of opportunities to set the world on a course geared towards
sustainable development. As Member States formulate a new Development Agenda,
building on the foundation laid by the Millennium Development Goals, the world is
looking at the United Nations with great expectations for a better tomorrow.

The United Nations is established on October 24 1945 to promote international co-
operation. A replacement for the ineffective League of Nations, the organization
was created following the Second World War to prevent another such conflict. At
its founding, the UN had 51 member states; there are now 193. The organization is
financed by assessed and voluntary contributions from its member states. During the
Second World War, US President Franklin D. Roosevelt initiated talks on a successor
agency to the League of Nations, and the United Nations Charter was drafted at
United Nations Conference on International Organization (UNCIO) in April-June, 1945;
this charter took effect on October 24, 1945, and the UN began operation. The UN's
mission to preserve world peace was complicated in its early decades by the Cold
War between the US and Soviet Union and their respective allies. The organization
participated in major actions in Korea and the Congo, as well as approving the
creation of the state of Israel in 1947. The organization's membership grew
significantly following widespread decolonization in the 1960s, and by the 1970s its
budget for economic and social development programs far outstripped its spending
on peacekeeping. After the end of the Cold War, the UN took on major military and
peacekeeping missions across the world with varying degrees of success. As the
founding conference, UNCIO has a profound meaning.

The impetus to establish the United Nations stemmmed in large part from the inability
of its predecessor, the League of Nations, to prevent the outbreak of the Second World
War. Despite Germany's occupation of a number of European states, and the League’s
failure to stop other serious international transgressions in the 1930s, such as Japan’s
invasion of Manchuria, many international leaders remained committed to the League’s
ideals. Once World War Il began, President Franklin D. Roosevelt determined that U.S.
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leadership was essential for the creation of another international organization aimed
at preserving peace, and his administration engaged in international diplomacy in
pursuit of that goal. He also worked to build domestic support for the concept of the
United Nations. After Roosevelt's death, President Harry S. Truman also assumed the
important task of maintaining support for the United Nations and worked through
complicated international problems, particularly with the Soviet Union, to make the
founding of the new organization possible. After nearly four years of planning, the
international community finally established the United Nations in the spring of 1945.

The San Francisco Conference, formally known as the United Nations Conference
on International Organization, opened on April 25, 1945, with delegations from
fifty countries present. Among the most controversial issues at the San Francisco
Conference was the seating of certain countries, in particular, Argentina, the Ukrainian
and Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republics, and Poland. The vote to seat Argentina
was particularly contentious because the Soviet Union strongly opposed Argentine
membership arguing that Argentina had supported the Axis during the war. However,
the other Latin American states refused to support the Ukrainian and Byelorussian
candidacies if Argentina was blocked. The United States supported Argentina’s
membership, but also defended the Ukrainian and Byelorussian seats in order to
maintain the Soviet Union’s participation in the United Nations. The makeup of the
Polish government was a continuing source of tension between the wartime allies,
and thus a Polish delegation was not seated until after the conference.

At San Francisco, the delegates reviewed and often rewrote the text agreed to at
Dumbarton Oaks. The delegations negotiated a role for regional organizations under
the United Nations umbrella and outlined the powers of the office of Secretary
General, including the authority to refer conflicts to the Security Council. Conference
participants also considered a proposal for compulsory jurisdiction for a World Court.
The delegates then agreed that each state should make its own determination about
World Court membership. The conference did approve the creation of an Economic
and Social Council and a Trusteeship Council to assist in the process of decolonization,
and agreed that these councils would have rotating geographic representation.
The United Nations Charter also gave the United Nations broader jurisdiction over
issues that were essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of states, such as human
rights, than the League of Nations had, and broadened its scope on economic and
technological issues.

Determining the extent of the veto power of the permanent members of the Security

Council proved a more serious potential obstacle to agreement on a United Nations
charter. The Soviet Union advocated broad use of the veto, viewing it as a possible tool
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to curb discussion on conflicts involving a permanent member. Such an interpretation
worried the smaller states, which were already hesitant about the permanent veto.
In order to gain Soviet agreement to modify such an expansive interpretation of
the veto, Truman directed Harry Hopkins, who had many wartime discussions with
Stalin, to travel to Moscow and negotiate with the Soviet leader on the issue. After
bilateral Soviet-American negotiations in Moscow, the Soviet Union eventually agreed
to a less extensive veto power. While the permanent members retained veto power
with respect to non-procedural matters, the Security Council would not require a
unanimous vote to act, and would have the power to take decisions that would be
binding on Member States.

At its first session, on February 14, 1946, the United Nations General Assembly voted
to establish its permanent headquarters in New York City. In a world emerging from
the overwhelming conflict of World War I, the United Nations seemed to represent
hope that such devastation would not recur. The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, adopted by the General Assembly in 1948, symbolized this optimism and
idealism. Yet the first true test of the United Nations ability to prevent widespread
international conflict came in June 1950, when North Korea invaded South Korea.
In response, the United Nations Security Council initiated military sanctions against
North Korea, an action made possible by the absence of the Soviet representative,
who had walked out in protest against the Council's refusal to seat representatives of
Communist China. This allowed the Security Council to assist South Korea in repelling
its attackers and maintaining its territorial integrity.

Other issues brought before the United Nations in its early years included the Greek
and Turkish dispute over Cyprus and the Cuban Missile Crisis. However, as relations
between the East and the West deteriorated in the Cold War era, the Yalta decision
to grant all permanent members of the Security Council veto power frequently
stymied the Security Council. This increased the profile of the General Assembly,
where no state enjoyed a veto. As issues pertaining to international security remained
deadlocked in the Security Council during the Cold War, the increasingly active
General Assembly expanded the focus of the United Nations to include economic
development, famine relief, women's rights, and environmental protection, among
other issues.

With the end of the Cold War, the United Nations has taken on increasing
security responsibilities, negotiated peaceful resolutions to conflict, and deployed
peacekeeping forces around the world. In recognition of the organization’s significant
contributions, the United Nations and United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan
were awarded the 2001 Nobel Peace Prize. The Norwegian Nobel Committee
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declared in its award citation - today the organization is at the forefront of efforts to
achieve peace and security in the world, and of the international mobilization aimed
at meeting the world's economic, social and environmental challenges...the only
negotiable route to global peace and cooperation goes by way of the United Nations.

*unliang Wang is a freshman student majoring in English in China Foreign Affairs
University. He is a Member of the Model United Nations Association.
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